
Will I be required to give the 
public access to land in the 
WHIP program? 
 

No.  Landowners can prevent trespass and 
control access by the general    public.  The 
landowner must allow NRCS access to the 
area to monitor the effectiveness of the 
practices during the agreement period. 
 

How do I apply? 
Applications may be submitted, on a con-
tinual basis, to any NRCS field office    
located at local USDA Service Centers.  A 
wildlife plan is prepared and ranked ac-
cording to ecological, economic and  social 
benefits. The highest ranked applications 
will be funded first. Contact your local of-
fice concerning application deadlines.  

   
Wildlife Habitat 
Incentives 
Program 
(WHIP) 
in Vermont 

Contact an NRCS field office  
Addison County 
68 Catamount Park, Suite B, Middlebury VT 05753 

802 388-6748 
 

Bennington County 
310 Main St. P.O. Box 505, Bennington VT 05201 

802 442-2275 
 

Caledonia & Essex Counties 
481 Summer St., Suite 202, St. Johnsbury VT 05819 

802 748-2641 
 

Chittenden County 
1193 South Brownell Rd., Suite 35, Williston VT 05495 

802 865-7895 
 

Orange & Washington Counties 
617 Comstock Rd., Suite 1, Berlin VT 05602 

802 828-4493 
 

Franklin & Grand Isle Counties 
27 Fisher Pond Rd., Suite 1, St. Albans VT 05478 

802 527-1296 
 

Lamoille County 
109 Professional Drive, Suite 2, Morrisville VT 05661 

802 888-4935 
 

Orleans County 
59 Waterfront Plaza, Suite 12, Newport VT 05855 

802 334-6090 
 

Rutland County 
170 South Main St., Suite 6, Rutland VT 05701 

802 775-8034 
 

Windham County 
28 Vernon St., Suite 330, Brattleboro VT 05302 

802 254-9766 
 

Windsor County 
28 Farmvu Drive, White River Jct. VT 05001 

802 295-7942 
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What is the Wildlife Habitat 
Incentives Program? 
 

WHIP  is a voluntary conservation program that 
provides technical and financial assistance to land-
owners for developing, improving or managing 
wildlife habitat or for restoring  natural ecosystems 
on eligible land. 
 

Who is eligible to participate? 
Lands eligible for WHIP include private agricul-
tural land and non-industrial private forest land.  

Eligible participants will be the owners of these 
lands. 

Land already enrolled in the Conservation  Reserve 
Program, Wetlands Reserve Program, or Emer-
gency Watershed Protection Program floodplain 
easement component is not eligible for WHIP. 

 

• Riparian forest buffers 

• Pest management—invasive plants 

• Fencing to protect sensitive areas 
 

Invasive plant  management 
Invasive plants are addressed in the context of de-
veloping, improving or managing habitat.  
 

How does cost-share assistance 
work? 
 

NRCS and the participant enter into a cost share 
agreement that lasts from five to 10 years in length.  
Under the agreement: 
 

♦ The participant agrees to maintain the cost 
shared practice and allow NRCS or  its agent 
access to monitor practice implementation 

♦ NRCS agrees to provide technical assistance 
and share in the cost of implementing the    
conservation measures 

If I do not currently participate in 
other NRCS programs, can I           
participate in WHIP? 
   

You are welcome to participate in the program.  If 
you enroll in the program, you will need to meet 
certain conservation compliance and wetland con-
servation requirements. 
 

Examples of  habitats & wildlife 
targeted by NRCS 
 

♦ Grasslands for bobolinks, eastern meadowlark, 
upland sandpipers, butterflies, green snakes, 
etc. 

 

♦ Old fields, shrub land and young forest habitats 
for golden-winged warblers, woodcock, 
grouse, bobcat, black bear, rat snakes, etc. 

 

♦ Aquatic habitats for brook trout, native mussels 
salamanders, mayflies, etc. 

 

♦ Riparian and wetland habitats for wood turtles, 
mink, waterfowl, otters, bats, dragonflies, etc. 

 

♦ Rare natural communities such as clayplain 
forests that support species of concern 

 

Examples of conservation      
practices that may be eligible for 
cost share 
 

• Early successional management — grasslands, 
old fields, shrub land, young forest 

• Mast tree and apple tree release Regeneration following a patch cut 
Vermont’s native brook trout 


